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Select your country
Afghanistan
Åland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo
The Democratic Republic of The Congo
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote D'ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard Island and Mcdonald Islands
Holy See (Vatican City State)
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Isle of Man
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Democratic People's Republic of Korea
Republic of Korea
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macao
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia
Moldova
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestinia
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Reunion
Romania
Russian Federation
Rwanda
Saint Helena
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Pierre and Miquelon
Saint Vincent and The Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Sudan
South Georgia and The South Sandwich Islands
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania, United Republic of
Thailand
Timor-leste
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
United States Minor Outlying Islands
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands, British
Virgin Islands, U.S.
Wallis and Futuna
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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Local Leaders Making the Difference


Cities have the greatest capacity to impact the quality of the air, water, land, and climate we depend on for survival. Primarily responsible for the wellbeing of their citizens, local governments have a responsibility to respond to these challenges by taking climate action.

The Green Cities and Local Governments campaign engages with cities to respond to climate change by providing resources, partnerships and a platform to take climate action. Cities are uniquely positioned to directly respond to community needs and bring people together.






EARTHDAY.ORG calls on local officials to join over 200 cities and counties nationwide who have prioritized public health and sustainable economic growth by declaring a climate emergency. 

Use the resources below to call or email your local officials demanding swift and comprehensive action on climate:














Contact your local officials




The first and most essential step to become a Green City is to form a comprehensive sustainability plan. Implementing the following policies in municipal buildings and institutions will not only save up to millions of dollars in taxpayer funds but will also assist in scaling these initiatives up for city-wide adoption.











Policy Recommendations for Local Sustainability




Net-Zero Carbon Emissions





EARTHDAY.ORG recommends including the following policies to help reach net-zero emissions:




• Implementing solar panels to cover parking lots, creating shade cover while providing clean energy to buildings and the growing fleet of electric vehicles.


• Developing and implementing a plan for all public transportation to run on renewable energy.


• Mandating green roofs and/or rooftop solar for all buildings.


• Planting trees to protect human health, conserve natural spaces, and mitigate climate impacts.


• Significantly expanding or creating pedestrian and bicycle-only zones in the city.


• Establishing a carbon pricing or taxing scheme.


• Launching a major clean energy or green infrastructure project, taking climate justice into account.


• Setting high building efficiency standards for development projects and building upgrades.












Environmental Justice





Natural spaces are essential to a healthy human habitat in which citizens can prosper. EARTHDAY.ORG suggests the following policy measures to ensure that constituents’ conservation needs are met:




• Planting trees to protect human health, conserve natural spaces, and mitigate climate impacts.


• Developing a biodiversity protection strategy & establishing green corridors for wildlife in your city.


• Expanding or creating significant stretches of new green spaces, especially in marginalized and low-income areas.


• Launching a major clean energy or green infrastructure project, taking climate justice into account.


• Revitalizing waterfronts.









Pollution Management





The following measures can be taken to improve efficiency, prevent pollution, and reduce strain on city trash services:




• Banning or taxing any or all the ten most common single-use plastics.


• Creating a Zero Waste or Circular Economy plan.


• Passing stricter clean water and clean air ordinances.


• Revitalizing waterfronts.


• Expanding access to recycling and composting services.


• Create catchment basins and place nets around drainage pipes to stop waste from polluting waterways. Rain gardens near major roadways can prevent up to 78% of microplastic pollution in local water systems.


















[image: alt]







Click on our Global Day of Conversation toolkit below to see step-by-step how cities can unite stakeholders to create meaningful change for the citizenry:


[image: alt]Earth Day 2021 Global Day of Conversation Toolkit





Watch video pledges from Green Cities Mayors




Cities around the world are leading the way and developing innovative plans — ordinances, citywide strategies, public outreach and education campaigns — to drive climate action and resilience, and we’re here to help. Cities and local governments can implement climate action when state and federal governments drag their feet. 


Press Release: LOCAL LEADERS WORLDWIDE JOIN EArthday.org



Earth Day Statements from Local officials



Mayors and local officials can lead the climate effort by making Earth Day a community-wide affair, bringing together community partners and local stakeholders to showcase innovative solutions, launch bold new initiatives and support civic action for the environment. 

Earth Day campaigns build ambitious, inclusive movements that engage with every aspect of society. Mobilizations infuse people with a sense of purpose and enhance their ability to create meaningful change and participate in the success of local initiatives. These efforts focus on elevating science and promoting action and volunteerism on behalf of the environment and expanding environmental education. 

Cities are growing at a rapid pace; making cities green is a necessary step in preparing for a healthier, more sustainable future. Through a global network of local government partners, we hope to mobilize millions of people to show the collective impact of local action and amplify the demand for climate action from national governments.

*Earth Day 2020 Statements From Local Officials













Our Partners
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Ban or tax single-use plastics


Join hundreds of municipalities around the world taking action to end plastic pollution by passing…


Take Action
















Similar Campaigns











Women and the Green Economy (WAGE®)



EARTHDAY.ORG is working to advance the role of women in our evolving green economy. We…


Take Action













Faith & The Environment



The faith community integrates environmental issues into political, social and economic agendas.


Take Action













Campaign for Communities



Two decades of partnerships to diversify and activate the environmental movement through the voting process.


Take Action












View More















Join the World’s Largest Environmental Movement!




Donate















Email address

Zip code




I want to receive email updates from EARTHDAY.ORG.



Thank you for signing up

An unexpected error occurred. Please try again.
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Become a Volunteer
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International Network

	USA
	Italy
	Middle East
	North Africa
	India
	Mexico
	Southeast Asia
	Australia
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	South America
	190+ Countries
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Tax ID - 13-3798288 
1752 N Street NW 
Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20036
+1 (202) 518- 0044 
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Manage Consent










To provide the best experiences, we use technologies like cookies to store and/or access device information. Consenting to these technologies will allow us to process data such as browsing behavior or unique IDs on this site. Not consenting or withdrawing consent, may adversely affect certain features and functions.






Functional



Functional

Always active 






The technical storage or access is strictly necessary for the legitimate purpose of enabling the use of a specific service explicitly requested by the subscriber or user, or for the sole purpose of carrying out the transmission of a communication over an electronic communications network.






Preferences


Preferences







The technical storage or access is necessary for the legitimate purpose of storing preferences that are not requested by the subscriber or user.






Statistics


Statistics







The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for statistical purposes.
The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for anonymous statistical purposes. Without a subpoena, voluntary compliance on the part of your Internet Service Provider, or additional records from a third party, information stored or retrieved for this purpose alone cannot usually be used to identify you.






Marketing


Marketing







The technical storage or access is required to create user profiles to send advertising, or to track the user on a website or across several websites for similar marketing purposes.








Manage options
Manage services
Manage {vendor_count} vendors
Read more about these purposes





Accept
Deny
View preferences
Save preferences
View preferences



{title}
{title}
{title}






Manage consent

 










































Hi, It seems you are visiting us from India, would you like to visit our India pages?


Yes please
No thank you










